Methylphenidate v. placebo--a randomised double-blind crossover study in children with the attention deficit disorder.
Fourteen pupils of the New Hope School in Pretoria who were considered to be responsive to methylphenidate were randomised to receive either the active drug or placebo in a double-blind trial for each of 4 weeks. Their behaviour was monitored by parents and teachers, who were required to complete a questionnaire (Conner's Abbreviated Teachers' Rating Scale) three times per week. After analysis of the data, only 2 children were identified as methylphenidate responders and 1 as a probable responder. One child showed significant deterioration on the drug while another showed deterioration that approached significance. The remaining 9 exhibited no significant response to methylphenidate.